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INTRODUCTION: The evolvement of the Village
Deanshanger is a large village situated in the Ouse valley at the southern end of the South Northamptonshire District and close
to the border with Buckinghamshire.
The historic core of the village is centred around the High Street, the Green and King’s Brook and the a number of springs that
existed on the sloping contours towards the brook.

Deanshanger’s history began over two thousand years ago when it was populated by The Romans. There is evidence of an
Iron Age presence prior to this, consisting of sherds of Iron Age pottery which were found when the Roman Villa site (where
the Secondary School now stands) was excavated.
However, the major part of the existing settlement dates from the mid-17th century with only Dovehouse Farm surviving from
the 14th century. The design of the village, therefore, stems mostly from the mid-17th century to current times.
The Victorians had a great influence, particularly within what is now designated Conservation Area. Many older dwellings
were Victorianised and a fire in Patrick’s Lane resulted in the building of the row of Victorian cottages that exist there to this
day, some of which still present their original features.
More modern additions to the village began with the building, from the 1920’s to the 1940’s, of the Council houses in Folly
Road and on the Ridgmont Estate, followed by Westfield Avenue and Puxley Road extension (early 1960’s), High View, North
Way, Glebe Road, The Beeches, Elm Drive, Porters Close and Springfield Gardens (1962—1973).
The next major expansion was between 2000-2019 during which time the village grew by 65% or more (from under 1000
dwellings to over 1600). This was largely due to the closure of the Elementis factory which resulted in the development of a
number of new estates.
Over the years the village has grown from less than 100 dwellings in the mid-17th century to over 1600 dwellings at the
present day.
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Why have a Village Design Statement?
The Purpose of this Village Design Statement (VDS)
is to enable the people of Deanshanger to have a
stronger influence on the future shape of our
village and to give villagers an opportunity to
influence change rather than have change
imposed upon the village by others.
The Village Design Statement has been developed
by the Village Design Group, set up by the Parish
Council, formed from volunteers who responded
to the Parish Council’s invitation in the Parish
Council Newsletter for July 2013.
A Village Design Statement route was chosen over
the Neighbourhood Plan route which is more
costly and also requires the identification of land
for future development.
The intention of the Village Design Statement is
not to prevent change but, by addressing
particular issues in advance, to ‘manage’ change.
This is done by setting out appropriate guidelines
for the village and parish that will inform
developers submitting planning applications for
development.

To aid the production of the VDS, and because of
the diversity that already exists in Deanshanger,
the whole settlement has been sub-divided into
‘zones’.
Section 2 contains the Design Principles for the
whole village. These are brief summaries of
design features which exist and which are
desirable to be retained or replicated.
Section 3 applies these Design Principles to the
respective ‘zones’ and expands each of them in
accordance with the character that prevails in that
‘zone’.
This Village Design Statement SPD (Supplementary
Planning Document) will be a material
consideration in determining planning applications
submitted for development within the Parish of
Deanshanger.
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The Zones
The Zones have been identified using both geographical and chronological information. Zone 1 is largely the section of
the village encompassed by the Conservation Area and contains the historic core of the village. Other roads such as The
Beeches and new roads off the High Street have been included in Zone 1 because they are close geographically.
Zone 2 includes the western area but also the modern village centre. Zone 3 consists almost entirely of the estates
built in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s and are all located to the northern fringe of the village.
Zone 4 largely consists of the newest developments in the village (post 1990). It was necessary to divide the village into
these zones in order to apply the Design Principles more simply as the character of each area is quite different.

School
Pocket Park

School
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DEANSHANGER VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT

List of Design Principles for Deanshanger
*For the purposes of this document, the term “development” will defer to the definition of development in the Planning Acts (Para.
55) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990). Similarly the term “developer(s)” refers to any person(s) wishing to engage in any
form of development. Whilst the guidance in the Village Design Statement is relevant in all circumstances, there are some instances
where development is “permitted development” and planning permission is not required and, therefore, cannot be controlled.

DP1 Village Structures 1:
Future development in Deanshanger will be expected to have regard to the design principles and other details as set out
in the Deanshanger Village Design Statement

DP3 Open Spaces and views:
Important and valued open spaces include designated village greens, verges and allotments both within and adjacent to
the village confines. There are important views within the village as well as into and out of the village. These views
include significant trees; roofscapes; chimneys and architectural influences as well as the Brook and areas surrounding
it; parks; playing fields; registered village greens; local play areas; verges and footpaths. These are identified on Map 1
in the Appendices.
DP4 New Buildings:
It is desirable that, in order to reinforce local distinctiveness, new large-scale development(s) should draw (its/their)
main influence from the historic core. However, where development takes place within one of the character zones
identified, it should take reference from that character zone. Extensions to existing buildings should responds positively
to the character of the host building in order to create a seamless connection between old and new. It is good practise
to make all new development sustainable, adapting to take account of climate change.

DESIGN PRINCIPLES

DP2 Village Structures 2:
New development in Deanshanger should, where appropriate and desirable,
a) respect the key structural elements of the village in accordance with the zones identified in the zones map
on p.4
b) respect the importance of the identified open spaces, and
c) respect views into and out of the village.

DP5 Countryside 1
Deanshanger is surrounded by open countryside and this is an important feature of the village insofar as it reinforces the
rural history of the community. It is desirable that the open countryside around Deanshanger continues to be protected,
consistent with adopted local plan policy and national guidance.
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DP6 Countryside 2:
Architectural and historical sites should be taken account of and protected where possible. It is desirable that
local farmers/residents should be encouraged to maintain and protect old barns and outbuildings in order to
provide habitats for wildlife (barn owls, bats etc.) and also to help maintain visual amenity for the parish as a
whole. It is also desirable that important trees are identified and protected where possible, and, that any that
have died naturally, are replaced with similar species (except where disease is widespread – e.g. Dutch Elm
disease).

DESIGN PRINCIPLES

DP7 Form and building materials:
This may vary considerably according to the zone in which development/redevelopment is to take place. Local
distinctiveness within and adjoining the respective zones of the village should be respected and, where important
features have been eroded, these should be reinstated where possible.
A detailed approach for each zone is contained in this document and should act as a reference point for future
development within and adjoining each of those zones.

DP8 Front Gardens:
These play an important role in the street scene of the village. Some zones have very short front gardens which
create a close relationship between buildings. Others have larger front gardens with fences and hedges to mark
the boundary and yet others have open plan gardens. The style relating to the particular zone should be
respected as appropriate. Gardens should not, in general, be converted into parking courts as this detracts from
the open aspect intended in the original development and could exacerbate flood risk by increasing impermeable
surface areas.
DP9 Building materials – Stone:
Repairs to stonework should be made using the proper materials (e.g. lime mortar) ensuring that the joints are
properly pointed. Patterns of laying the stones should be in line with the original (i.e. coursed limestone rubble).
Stone construction for new developments is encouraged using locally sourced limestone laid in courses rather
than randomly. Joints between differing materials should follow distinctive local forms (e.g. quoins on corners).
DP10 Stone boundary Walls:
There are many stone walls in Deanshanger which are very important to the character of the village. Old stone
walls also provide wildlife habitats. Their value to wildlife is generally greatest when neglected, so repairs to
these should be carried out sensitively using lime mortar and natural stone. Demolition of any of these walls
should be resisted, where possible, as these are important architectural features within the village. It is desirable
that any capping should match that of the existing wall, except where that being removed does not follow the
local form.
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DP11 Building materials – Brick:
Alterations to existing dwellings should utilise matching brick and be laid to the existing bond. In new areas, where the
location is close to the historic core of the village, materials should be selected to blend in with it. In other locations the type
of brick selected should reflect that Deanshanger is a rural village and, therefore, dwellings should not be constructed in
modern smooth bricks with inappropriately coloured string courses. Eave treatments should be encouraged to soften hard
lines.

DP13 Roofing Materials: These will vary in accordance with the relevant zone of the village in which development is to
take place. Within the historic core of the village, or areas close to it, a presumption should be made in favour of natural and
traditional materials – small clay tiles, natural slate or thatch. In other zones, the preference would be towards similar
traditional materials but plain concrete tiles would be acceptable provided that they are not sculptured. Colours should be
subtle and blend in with the local vernacular. Concrete simulations of natural products would be acceptable (e.g. small plain
tiles and synthetic/reconstituted slates) provided that the thickness of these does not exceed that of the natural products.
Thatch would be acceptable in other zones, if proposed as part of a new development that embraces traditional materials
and design.
DP14 Roof Design/Roofscapes: The village roofscape is an important element of the local environment and a variety of
roof shapes, eaves height, pitches and (particularly in the historic core) chimneys brings with it character and interest. Again,
this will vary according to the zone in which development is proposed to take place. Within the historic core, it is desirable
that roof pitches should replicate those in close proximity to any proposed development or extension. In most cases roof
construction includes an overhang at the eaves and this should be replicated where possible.

DESIGN PRINCIPLES

DP12 Windows and Doors: Replacement windows in the historic core of the village should be of a similar design to the
original. It is desirable that, where possible, PVCu windows should be resisted in older buildings where timber had been
used originally. For existing new buildings less importance is paid to traditional materials. Doors should be of traditional
form in the historic core.

Steeper pitches (i.e. above 30°) are preferred to shallow pitches although in Zones 2 and 4 large developments took place in
the 1970’s utilising low pitches (below 30°). Steeper pitches allow for use of more traditional materials and should be a
preferred option. Flat roofs should be discouraged for both residential dwellings and garages/outbuildings.
Dormer window have become a feature in many of the newer developments within the village. As well as allowing habitable
roof-space, these can provide an element of interest but should be limited so as not to create a ‘messy’ complicated
roofscape. Where appropriate, small traditional dormers should be preferred over large box dormers. Addition of rooflights or solar panels to roofs of historic buildings should be discouraged except on concealed elevations.
7

DP15 Architectural features: Architectural features including iron railings, boundary walls, porches, window
proportions and styles, lintels, cills, chimneys, eaves and verge treatments and, especially, any relics from “E & H
Roberts” (see p.11), play a part in defining the character of residential development within the village. Where
appropriate these features should be encouraged in new developments. Rainwater goods should, if possible,
replicate those originally used or be selected to match existing, except where inappropriate changes have been made.

DESIGN PRINCIPLES

DP16 Chimneys: Chimneys are an important feature within the village. There are a number of particularly
interesting chimney stacks in the village and these should be protected. Chimneys should generally puncture the
ridge line and extend above the ridge-line of the roof. These must be a priority in any new development whether
within the historic core or in the other zones identified at the beginning of this document. In zones where chimneys
have not previously been included, new developments within those areas should encourage the use of chimneys
(whether working chimneys or dummy stacks) in order to provide a more interesting roofscape.
DP17 Farm buildings, barns, old shops etc.: Where these exist, it is desirable that, where possible, they should be
preserved. Where conversion takes place, the original form, character and detailing of the building should be
protected. These contribute to views from the village into the open countryside around the village and are important
to the character of the village.
DP18 Garages and Car Parking: The parking of cars on the street is inevitable where houses, particularly in the
historic core of the village, have no off-street parking provision. It is desirable that ALL new developments should
provide sufficient off-street parking space. In existing residential areas conversion of garages into living
accommodation should be discouraged unless additional garage/parking space is provided elsewhere. Front gardens
form an important part of the streetscape and should be recognised and protected wherever possible. New garages
in the historic core should reflect the character of the host building. Modern ‘up and over’ doors should be resisted in
this zone where possible.
DP19 Highways and Footpaths: The highway structure within Deanshanger does not currently lend itself to
community cohesion. It is desirable that any future highway design should emphasize the need to bring cohesion to
the village and to enable residents in new developments to have easy access to local facilities, so far as is possible.
Highway materials should reflect those employed in the historic core and should not include brightly coloured block
pavers. Kerbing should be constructed using granite setts within the historic core of the village and on junctions
which create an interface between the historic core and other zones of the village.
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DP20 Rights of Way: Where possible public Rights of Way within the parish, and its environs, should be protected,
maintained and kept open. Existing rights of way should be assimilated into new developments and new, welldesigned pedestrian routes created.
DP21 Utilities: New developments will have most services provided underground. Within the historic core of the
village, undergrounding of overhead cables should be encouraged.

DESIGN PRINCIPLES

DP22 Street Lighting, Street Furniture, Shopfronts, Advertising and Road signage
Lighting within the historic core should refer to the Conservation Area Assessment and Management Plan. Lighting in
other zones will need to comply with the appropriate lighting authorities adopted standards. The Parish council is the
lighting authority responsible for the operation and maintenance of lighting in the village, other than that on part of
Stratford Road , which is the responsibility of Northamptonshire County Council, and those areas within newer housing
developments which have yet to be adopted by the Parish Council. In response to the wishes expressed by residents,
lighting within the village is not switched off at night.
Street Furniture, including utility cabinets, should be suitable for the location and, particularly in the Conservation
Area, should be sited so as not to damage the character of the area. Seating in the Conservation Area is generally of
cast iron construction in order to create links with the Iron Foundry which rose out of the industrial revolution of the
19th century.
It is desirable that road signs should be kept to a minimum and, where possible, should be affixed to existing poles
rather than introducing new ones and that any obsolete or underused poles should be removed.
Shop fronts and advertising should be suitable for the setting in which they are proposed and, if in the Conservation
Area, should be subtle and in keeping with the surroundings.
DP23 Amenities: Where feasible, existing amenities that are important to the village (i.e. shops, playing fields,
equipped play areas, allotments, pocket park, library, places of worship, halls, pubs etc.) should be protected and new
developments should aim to bring greater cohesion and use of those amenities by its residents.
DP24 Conservation of the environment: Where appropriate and feasible, “Tree Preservation Orders” should be
sought for trees identified as having great amenity value, in the interests of visual amenity and to help maintain the
rural character and setting of the village. New development should respect, and not harm, important landscape
features, trees or open spaces.
DP25 Future Development This is very little developable land within the village confines and current policy does not
support development outside village confines. Should any further development come forward in the future it would be
expected to draw reference primarily from the historic core.
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SECTION 3
Zone 1 – The Historic Core

ZONE ONE – The Historic Core
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Zone Summary:
Deanshanger‘s historic core embraces the Conservation Area (approved Dec. 2013)
and the areas immediately next to it.
Roads within this zone are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Little London (Pt.) 1800’s
Brookway, 1970’s – 1980’s
Church Lane, 1870 - 1910
High Street, 17th, 18th & 19th century, some 21st century
Boswell Lane late 19th early 20th century
The Beeches, 1970’s
Bridge Walk, 2004
The Smithy, 2008/9
Patrick’s Lane 19th century
The Green predominantly 18th & 19th century, a few earlier and some later.
Buckingham Road a few 17th/18th century some 21st century
Hayes Road (Pt.)– 19th/20th century
Chapel Close (2015)
Roberts Close
Wicken Road

Clusters of houses are grouped around the seven greens that form the heart of the
‘old’ village, along the High Street and Church Lane. The Greens provide breathing
‘greenspace’ amidst the built form of the village.
Facing the main Green is the Primary School, the Beehive Public House, Manor
Farm House and Deanshanger House. These buildings have an air of ‘dominance’
over this large green area. Between these larger dwellings are an assortment of
smaller Victorian cottages and the almhouses (Gd. II listed) with their remarkable
‘lunette’ windows.

Zone 1 – Summary (cont’d.)

Within this zone there are two Churches - A Methodist Church (current
building erected in 1892) and Holy Trinity Church (C of E) (built in 1854) as
well as the Conservative Club (built in 1889).

Site topography. Changes in levels across a site give the opportunity to
use the land as a means of creating variations in rooflines whilst often
keeping the overall height of the buildings fairly uniform. If this is not
possible then the introduction of one or two slightly taller buildings
within a development adds to the interest. Local forms should be used
as a guide.

ZONE ONE – The Historic Core

A dominant feature, one which distinguishes Deanshanger from other South
Northamptonshire villages, is the Old Foundry on the High Street, an industrial
building dating from the early 19th century (now converted into residential
units). This is the only part of the E & H Roberts Iron foundry and later
Deanshanger Oxide Works remaining and gives Deanshanger it’s unique
character in the District. E & H Roberts manufactured a wide range of
agricultural implements which were exported throughout the world.
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Form, Scale and Materials

ZONE ONE – The Historic Core

The buildings in the historic core generally present simple linear forms, L-shape
and T-shape forms with unbroken eaves lines, with few front projections. This
presents a variety of heights and orientations giving an interesting mixture of
elevations – some gable end onto the road, others set back from the road with
gardens to the front, some set behind others whilst many follow the lineation
of the road network that has existed from the time of enclosure (1772). These
latter buildings have very small front gardens.
Plan Depths of buildings/Gable width are generally shallow, generally 6 – 7
metres enabling roof ridge lines to remain reasonably low. The majority of
roofs are gabled rather than hipped. Hipped roofs should be resisted where
possible.
Chimney stacks are an important feature of older buildings and are normally
featured on the ridge line of dwellings in order to give an interesting roofscape.
With new buildings there is an opportunity to reinforce the sense of ‘place’ by
following a similar form. They should be integral to the building and, as far as is
possible, not add-ons. These stacks are usually rectangular and often serve
several chimney openings. Chimney stacks in Deanshanger vary from a ‘single
pot’ chimney to ones which have as many as four pots on them. Again these
add to the interest of the roofscape and aid the blending of the ‘old’ with the
‘new’. This pattern should be followed in any new additions rather than use of
standard single square stacks with a single pot.
Roof pitches are generally less than 40° with many being only 30°. There are
only a few exceptions but these add to the interest of the area by giving some
variation.
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Zone 1 Form, scale & materials (cont’d)

PVCu windows and doors should be resisted as these do
not, generally, reflect the historic fabric of the building.

ZONE ONE – The Historic Core

Doors and windows should be in keeping with the
traditional style prevalent in the Conservation Area. In
Deanshanger there is a mixture of small ‘cottage’ windows
with a single vertical and horizontal glazing bar, Victorian
sash windows and in Home Farm House there still exist
some stone mullioned windows. Large panes of glass that
are not broken up by glazing bars are inappropriate for the
Conservation Area as are uPVC window frames. Doors of
traditional buildings usually have solid planked or panelled
front doors, often with a window above and usually some
form of porch or canopy.

Doors & Windows – Examples of styles which exist within or near the Conservation Area
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Zone 1 - External Materials

ZONE ONE – The Historic Core

The choice of materials for buildings in areas within and adjoining the
historic core is vitally important if new developments are to integrate
successfully and create a seamless link between the old and the new. If a
development of more than 4 dwellings is proposed in the historic core 40%
should be of stone or part stone construction. Where differing materials
meet (e.g. stone and brick) on a dwelling, the join should follow the local
distinctive character – e.g. quoins. See illustration to the right.

Stonework:

In Deanshanger Conservation Area there is a predominance
of local stone – namely Blisworth coursed limestone rubble laid in courses
of varying depth with narrow flush mortar joints (not random patterns).
New development in this area should use natural guillotine cut limestone.

Brickwork: Largely red brick although there are a few examples of dark
brown brick on the South side of the High Street. Most constructions use
Flemish bond. There are some examples of patterns incorporated into the
brickwork (particularly in Church Lane). Many buildings constructed in the
Victorian period have a brick frontage but stone to the rear, linked by brick
quoins. In Victorian times brick was the expensive material and stone the
cheaper. The brick frontage represented greater wealth of the owner.
This style has also been adopted in some new dwellings and has worked
well but materials should match those used in the historic core.

Render: There are few rendered dwellings in the Conservation Area.
These are generally single dwellings which occur within a group of brick or
stone dwellings. The use of render should only be employed where it is
necessary to bring some variety to an otherwise monotonous use of a
single material and only for new dwellings. New render is not acceptable
on existing brick dwellings.
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Zone 1 - External Materials (cont’d)
Roofing Materials and Porches:
Generally there are two main types of roofing materials
– grey Welsh slate and small clay tiles. There are a few
examples of thatch on The Green.

Many roofs have decorative ridge tiles and these
should be retained and restored. Some porches have
incorporated these ridge tiles and this should be
encouraged in the event of a new porch being added
to an existing dwelling.
External joinery:
Where original timber joinery survives it should be
retained. Article 4(2) directions require that
replacements should be of the same style and
material. Joinery on new dwellings should be of the
same style and preferred material should be timber.

ZONE ONE – The Historic Core

Interlocking concrete tiles should be resisted as small
plain tiles have a very similar appearance as clay tiles.
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Boundary Treatments
Walls and fences provide links between buildings
to reinforce the sense of enclosure.

ZONE ONE – The Historic Core

In the historic core many of these are constructed
using coursed limestone rubble. Other boundary
treatments include brick walls and iron railings.
Walls have a variety of cappings (ridged, cock and
hen and clay tile, as illustrated) and these should be
reflected on any new walls. Re-pointing should use
traditional mortars in order to maintain the
integrity of the wall. Modern cement joints should
be resisted.
Front Walls should reflect the character of the area
and that of the ‘host’ building and should,
generally, be no more than 1.2 metres high.

Materials chosen for new or replacement walls
should be consistent with the local styles and
materials. Modern construction features such as
support piers and expansion joints should be kept
to a minimum and made as discrete as possible as
these can break up the linear nature of a wall and
undermine its appearance. Square tops to walls
should be resisted as should wooden fencing.
Where rear garden boundaries are visible from the
public realm they should be constructed in stone or
brick to be in keeping with their surroundings and
no more than 1.8 metres high.
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Access ways & Garages– Many of the buildings in the Historic Core

Garages are not generally a feature of the historic core except in larger
dwellings where they would have originally been a coach house. As a
result garages are not normally appropriate in the historic core but, in a
few cases, garages have been incorporated into a new dwelling by
creating a ‘wing’ or a single storey addition which does not detract from
the character of the main building. Garages should, where possible, be
single width and of a traditional design, having side hung, vertical
planked timber doors with small lights at the top and not modern ‘up
and over’ doors except where they are at the rear of the property and
not visible from the public realm.

ZONE ONE – The Historic Core

were constructed before the invention of motor cars. As a result few of
the older dwellings have driveways and are accessed by a simple gate
and footpath. To enable new dwellings to blend in with the old a similar
pattern should be adopted with vehicular accesses provided to the rear.
Some of the most recent developments within this Zone were designed
to provide vehicular accesses and garages to the rear so as to blend in
with the historic environment. A few modern side roads are the
exception.
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Deanshanger Village Design Statement

Zone 2 Western Zone
Zone summary
The Western Zone comprises a wide variety of styles which relate to the period
during which they were constructed.

ZONE 2 – The Western Zone
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The Western Zone is the main social hub of the village comprising the
Deanshanger Memorial Community Hall, most of the shops, the Library, Branch
Surgery, Village Pre-School and a sports and social club plus access to the
sports ground/playing field.
The dominant building style is from the 1930’s, 1940’s and 1970’s. There are a
few historical stone buildings in Little London possibly dating from the 18th
century and some stone walls and railings in Folly Road which are considered
to be important.
The Roads within this Zone are:
• Elm Drive, Porters Close, Springfield Gardens, Ridgmont Close
and Northway 1970’s;
• Folly Road early Twentieth Century up until late 1940’s and 50’s;
• Little London (part) original buildings from 18th century
and a mixture of houses from 1937 to date
• Puxley Road (part) late 1920’s early 1930’s
• Ridgmont 1938 and 1940’s
• The Ridings late 1960’s/early 1970’s
• Westfield Avenue 1960’s.

FORM, SCALE AND MATERIALS
Elm Drive, Porters Close and Springfield Gardens - Built in the 1970’s in a style
that was prevalent in the new developments of the village at that time.
Building material used included modern brick types, shallow pitched roofs
(approx. 17°) and wide windows.

Chimneys and garages: None of the dwellings had chimneys, some had
adjoining garages, some were link-detached.
Folly Road houses date from the early twentieth century up until the late
1940’s/early 50’s. The earliest houses are built mostly in the style of the
Victorians/Edwardians. These were generally built in pairs, had short front
gardens and long rear gardens. Others were added in the early 1920’s and
1930’s and were the first local authority houses in the village – these extended
as far as the point at which Westfield Avenue was constructed. The dwellings
towards the western end (beyond Westfield Avenue are the most recent of
these).

ZONE 2 - The Western Zone

Porters Close and Springfield Gardens were all built on two templates whether
they were detached or semi-detached. The Elm Drive houses, whilst similar,
incorporated a different layout and had very slightly different elevations. All the
dwellings in these roads are detached or semi-detached. There are no terraces.

In the early 1960’s Westfield Avenue was built and as a result of this two
modern bungalows with dormer windows infilled each of the two corners
created by the new road.
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Little London, (as now exists) originally provided the division between the village
of Denshanger (later Deanshanger) from the hamlet of Little London. It consisted
of a section of open countryside which is now fully developed. Little London
includes just two of the original houses (a pair of stone cottages thought to date
from the 18th century), the remainder having been built during various periods
from 1937 to date. The boundary of this section stops at the northern edge of
what was the original village of Denshanger (i.e. Nos. 1 and 3 Little London and the
boundary of 1 High Street).

ZONE 2 – The Western Zone
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The area covered by the Memorial Community Centre was originally stone
quarries which were filled in.
The Memorial Community Centre is the second to stand on this site, the first was
built after the First World War as a memorial to those lost to that war. The 1970’s
building was extended in 2008/9 to include a new entrance, a purpose built
library, a purpose built pre-school and new hall. In 2013 a branch surgery was also
added.
The Sports & Social Club has its entrance off Little London and was constructed on
the playing fields in the mid 1960’s and has been extended several times since. The
Sports field was bought by public subscription and is held under Trust on behalf of
the village. This field supports football pitches, a children’s playground, tennis
courts (astro turf) and also used to have a cricket pitch.
The Rose & Crown (now a dwelling house) was built in 1938 on the site of a much
older establishment. The original Rose & Crown (18th century) was part of a group
of dwellings that stood much closer to the road and which went right up to the
junction with Folly Road. The last cottages in this group of dwellings were
demolished in the 1980’s to make way for two red brick dwellings set back from
the road between the Rose & Crown. The prefabricated shop (mid twentieth
century adjacent to this pair of dwellings was demolished in 2017 and the site is
awaiting development. Adjacent to this site is the entrance to the Sports Field and
Sports & Social Club.

Puxley Road dwellings from the junction with Folly Road and
Ridgmont (south) to the junction with Ridgmont (north)
consist largely of standard local authority style houses. Some
of these were built in the late twenties and early thirties at a
similar time to those being built in Folly Road by the
Towcester Rural District Council. Many are now in private
ownership and have, as a result, been fitted with varying
window styles and the render painted according to the new
owner’s taste.
The cottage between the corner shop and the chemist is the
oldest dwelling in Puxley Road and the only one in Puxley
Road that remains from the original hamlet of Little London.

ZONE 2 - The Western Zone

North Way was built in the early 1970’s on land previously used as
allotments but which would have originally been part of the ‘glebe’ land
(owned by the church). The dwellings consist of a mixture of semidetached, detached, terraces, maisonettes and bungalows. They are
mainly built in a buff coloured brick and have fairly shallow pitched roofs
(20°to 30°) in keeping with the build design prevalent at the time of
construction. Small areas of infill have occurred and this has resulted in a
deviation from the original palette of materials. All have chimneys except
the two latest groups of dwellings – these also have steeper pitches of
30°and 40°.
Also in Northway is a small area of public open space which was once a
playground. Until recently this piece of land had been enclosed and used
for the Village Playgroup (now the Village Pre-School operating in the
Community Centre complex). This area has now been returned to use as a
playground and community garden.

There is little developable land remaining.
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ZONE 2 – The Western Zone
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Interspersed among the dwellings on Puxley Road are the newer bungalows
of The Ridings and a few more modern dwellings introduced to fill gaps that
were the result of the demolition of a dwelling or where there had been a
large area of garden to the side. The southern section of Puxley Road
originally consisted of stone cottages which were demolished to make way
for the building of Ridgmont in the 1930’s (southern sections) and 1940’s
(northern sections).
Ridgmont was planned and built just before the commencement of the
second World War and was completed (northern section) after the war had
ended. The first ‘estate’ of 70 houses was opened in 1938. The entrance
was made by demolishing a number of stone and thatch cottages. The style
of dwellings on this estate is typical of post war local authority developments
throughout England. It consists of mainly terraces of dwellings but was a
very welcome addition to the village at the time, providing (often for the first
time) inside sanitation. The road name was a combination of the names of
two prominent Parish Councillors Rupert Ridgway and W.N. Montgomery.
The style of dwellings incorporates hipped roofs with reasonably steep
pitches (around 45⁰)

Ridgmont Close was built in the early 1980’s and access was made by the
demolition of a pair of bungalows in Ridgmont and on land that was taken
from the rear gardens of the dwellings in Puxley Road and Ridgmont. It was
built to provide much needed sheltered accommodation for more senior
members of the community. It includes a number of bungalows and a
central meeting place with warden’s flat over it. The bungalows are
connected to a central alarm system.

Zone 3:

The Northern Flank:

Zone Summary:
The northern flank of the village is the highest area of the village,
developed on what was originally ‘glebe’ land in the late 1960’s
and early 1970’s. It is typical of the building styles of that era.

• Highview which has a mixture of a small number of
bungalows, but is mainly detached and semi-detached
houses.
• Puxley Road (Nos. 76 to 100) which consists of semi-detached
houses, with detached houses beyond the junction with Glebe
Road. Particular features of the extension of Puxley Road are
the wide grass verges on both sides of the road and the views
to open countryside towards Wicken and Whittlebury Woods.
The width of the verge in Puxley Road is laid out in the 1772
Enclosure Act.
• Glebe Road is a mixture of detached and semi-detached
houses along the road and in the several cul-de-sacs which
run off the road. In one of the cul-de-sacs there is a row of
terraced houses. The houses on the northern side of Glebe
Road also have views of open countryside and agricultural
land from the rear of the dwellings.

ZONE 3 – The Northern Flank

This Zone consists of:
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Form, Scale & Materials:

ZONE 3 – The Northern Flank

Brickwork:
The dwellings in this zone are mostly constructed of brickwork laid in
stretcher bond with a short terrace which is rendered. Whilst each of the
brick dwellings is constructed in one type of brick there is a variety of colours
of bricks used (red, buff/yellow and natural /“Dapplelights”) within the zone
which, together with contrasting facias, gives a more individualised
appearance than if the houses were all the same colour as each other. The
few dwellings which are rendered also have contrasting facias – generally
painted timber cladding. Some dwellings still retain the original concrete
tiled facia, but in many cases these have been replaced by brickwork or
wooden/uPVC facia boarding.
Roofs:
All the dwellings in this zone have concrete tiles, in line with the fashion
current at the time of construction. Roof pitches vary between 17° and 30°
though there are some dwellings where later extensions have flat roofs.
Doors and Windows:
When originally built, all these dwellings had wooden doors and large picture
windows. Most have been replaced at least once over time, with the
majority being in uPVC but retaining the large style of windows. The doors
are almost all uPVC, in a range of styles and colours.
Chimney stacks
There are chimney stacks on most of the properties in this zone, in keeping
with the majority of houses in the village. Those dwellings on the extension
of Puxley Road and the first phase of Glebe Road have chimney stacks, as do
those in Highview, with the exception of some of the bungalows. Properties
in the second phase of Glebe Road do not have chimney stacks
Boundary treatments:
When originally built, the intention was that dwellings in this zone would
have open-plan space between the dwelling and the highways. Over time
this has been eroded and many dwellings have hedges, walls or low fences
between the dwelling and the footpath.
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Street lighting:
Street lights in this zone are modern, standard estate
lights, typical of 1970’s developments.

ZONE 3 – The Northern Flank

Access ways and garages:
Apart from the row of terraced houses in the Glebe Road
cul-de-sac, most dwellings have access for cars and most
have a garage, either attached to the dwelling or behind it,
with many having additional parking space on the drive.
The terraced houses have allocated garages in a block
nearby. The garages in this zone have a mixture of flat and
pitched roofs. Where the garage is attached to the house,
many dwellings have added an extension above the garage
or, in some cases, turned the garage into additional living
accommodation. This causes problems with parking of
cars on the highway, particularly in Glebe Road which is
fairly narrow and a bus route. In order to alleviate this,
many of the dwellings have converted some, or all, of the
front gardens into parking space.
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ZONE 4 – The Eastern Zone
Zone Summary
This section of the village has, throughout most of its history, been open countryside
with just a two small clusters of cottages. Most of the development has taken place
during the latter part of the 20th and first two decades of the twenty-first century.

Zone 4 – The Eastern Flank
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The Eastern zone consists of:
• Hayes Road (19th century/late 20th and early 21st century)
• Foxholes Close (2004)
• Honey Hill Drive, Kingshill Drive, Goosemere, Moors Close, (2001-2004)
• Diswell Brook Way, Winwood Close (2001-2004)
• Canal Lane (2009)
• Spinney View (2010)
• Northfields Close (2014/15)
• Roman View (2014/15)
• Greenell Close (2014/15)
• Wreschner Close (2015)
A Brief History
The 1884 OS map shows a terrace of five cottages on the eastern side of Hayes Road
with a tiny building to the south of them and two cottages with outbuildings on the
western side. There was a small building, not large enough for a dwelling, adjacent
to the drawbridge, and a boathouse alongside the Buckingham Arm of the Grand
Junction Canal is set about 100 yards to the east of Hayes Road. The 1884 map
shows a depiction of what we assume was an orchard on the open ground towards
the west of Hayes Road an area which now forms part of the public open space and
balancing lagoons.

O.S.1884

By 1900, according to the 6” ordnance survey map, much is the same but a quarry had
appeared to the SE of the cottages on the eastern side of Hayes Road. The map also
annotates the drawbridge over the canal which enabled road traffic to pass over. At
this time Hayes Road was one of the main thoroughfares of the village as Puxley Road
(now the spine road of the village) was little more than a track beyond the junction
with Folly Road. Folly Road and Wicken Road were the other two main roads in the
village at this time. On this map the boathouse is no longer shown to the east of Hayes
Road and the orchard had become allotments.

Zone 4 – The Eastern Flank

The 1925 map shows the small building, adjacent to the drawbridge, shaded in
(indicating more active use). The quarry was still indicated by the gradient marks but
is not annotated, indicating that it had fallen into disuse. On these early maps the
fields and plots are all numbered, with the larger ones giving the acreage. Plot 72,
close to the eastern side of Hayes Road, no longer shows the tiny building to the front
of it but has a small row of buildings along its south eastern boundary. Next to the
drawbridge was a small plot (separated off from Plot 71) with an entrance track off
Hayes Road. The row of cottages to the east of Hayes Road is, by the time of this
map, named “The Kiln” and those to the western side named “The Hayes”. The Quarry
area to the SE of “The Kiln” indicates a brickmaking industry (albeit on a small scale).
Brick making was mentioned in local historical documents indicating links to this area.

O.S. 1900

O.S.
O.S.1925
1925

By 1938 the allotments and the quarry have disappeared from the map although this
map is less detailed than the earlier maps so these features may just not have been
annotated. The field/plot numbers are no longer shown. The plot adjacent to the
canal is still clearly marked but the outbuildings to the rear of plot 72 have gone and a
small bungalow has appeared (No 8 Hayes Road) which remained on the site until
around 2007 (when it was demolished and replaced with two substantial three storey
detached stone dwellings).
O.S. 1938
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Another building has appeared on the 1938 map towards the southern end of Hayes Road, which is thought to
have later been known as no. 4 Hayes Road, which remained until 2013 when it was demolished to make way for
a larger development. Around the time the 1938 map was published, the bungalow, known as 16 Hayes Road,
had been built and this remained until 2012 when it was demolished and a terrace of four dwellings was built on
its site.
In 1955/56 the large house on the corner of Hayes Road (No.
2) was built by the Wreschner family for occupation by Kurt
Wreschner (one of the sons of Abraham Wreshner, owner of
the Oxide Works). This dwelling was sold, along with its
grounds and No. 4 Hayes Road, when Mrs. Wreschner, wife of
the late Kurt Wreschner, died. The main house and garage
was converted into 5 apartments and an additional 9 dwellings
were constructed on the land surrounding it in 2015.
In the mid 1970’s a group of around 6 dwellings, mainly bungalows, were built on either side of a small
lane/private drive off Hayes Road, just to the north of No 8 Hayes Road and extending in an easterly direction into
open countryside. At around this time another, larger dwelling was built (No. 6) in Hayes Road. Other
developments on Hayes Road (Parklands, Foxholes Close, Canal Lane and Spinney View) followed from 2000 to
2013. These are described later in this section but this is the way in which this area of open countryside was
gradually populated and joined up with the rest of the village, thus transforming it from a very lightly populated
rural area in the 1970’s to a densely populated one in the early 21st century.

A small group of 3 industrial units was erected in the early 1980’s used for storage and motor engineering. These
units were demolished in 2010/11 and replaced by three dwellings set close to the road.
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THE APPROACHES TO ZONE 4
There are two approaches to this zone, the first and main approach is from
Stratford Road which, until 2013, was completely rural – arable fields to the
north side and the school playing field and Pocket Park to the south side. The
second approach is from the north east, along Shrob Lane into Hayes Road.
This, again, is flanked on either side by farmland.
Stratford Road

Zone 4 – The Eastern Flank

The first approach – Stratford Road
From the gateway feature on Stratford Road all that can be seen in a south
westerly direction is greenery and two bus stops (erected in 2014). On the left
is the Pocket Park which has its entrance at the foot of the pedestrian bridge.
The Pocket Park itself is a tranquil oasis and the bridge provides a safe
cycleway over the roundabout towards Old Stratford, Stony Stratford and
beyond.
Moving in a westerly direction along Stratford Road, the first encounter on
the right hand side is with the allotments associated with the new housing
development (constructed in 2014/15) which is entered via Northfields Close,
(reflecting its link to Northfields Farm which previously existed to the north of
the site). Some of the Northfields farm buildings still exist and have been
converted into dwellings. An ‘eco’ house has been added adjacent to
Northfields Barns.
On the left hand side of Stratford Road is the School Playing Field of Elizabeth
Woodville School, (formerly Deanshanger Secondary Modern/Kingsbrook
School). A wooded area surrounding the old Buckingham Arm of the Grand
Junction Canal provides a ‘screen’ between the 2014/15 development and the
1980’s Barn conversions at Northfields Farm. This was originally the site of a
large Farmhouse which has long been demolished, leaving only the three barns
which are all now converted into habitable dwellings. The view beyond
Northfield Barns and to the East of the 2014 development is open countryside.
The view beyond the school playing field, to the south and the east is also open
countryside, mostly floodplain.

Shrob Lane

School Playing Field
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Beneath Elizabeth Woodville School and the all-weather sports pitch are the
remains of a Roman Villa which has been excavated on various occasions,
normally when some additions were being made to the school building stock.
The discovery of the Roman Villa was made when the school was first built in
1957. The latest excavation took place in 2005 prior to the construction of the
all-weather pitch and this revealed the remains of a Roman farmstead and
yielded a number of artefacts which are held either with Northampton
Archaeology Unit or Deanshanger Village Heritage Society.

Zone 4 – The Eastern Flank
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The second approach – Shrob Lane/Hayes Road is flanked by fields on both
sides. Looking outwards from Hayes Road the view is entirely of farmland.
Looking towards the village is the view of the rear of dwellings on Glebe Road
and the more recent Spinney View, a group of five dwellings that face the open
countryside.
ZONE 4 - FORM, SCALE AND MATERIALS:
Kingshill Drive, Honey Hill Drive, Goosemere, Diswell Brook Way, Moors
Close and Winwood Close formed the first development to be built off Hayes
Road (on the western side) following the closure of the Elementis factory
(formerly Deanshanger Oxides/Deanox/Harcros Chemicals).
This
development commenced in 2001 and consisted of 215 dwellings. The
development consisted of a mixture of detached and semi-detached house,
mid-range detached and semi-detached houses and some terraced houses
and four bungalows. The site had the advantage of longstanding outline
consent but had not been built upon due to its proximity to the Oxides Works
and land the factory had planned to develop for expansion of its industry.
There was no affordable housing built on this green field site.
An additional 31 affordable dwellings were constructed on the former
allotments (also owned by Elementis) off Springfield Gardens (Zone 1) to
compensate for this.

2005

A wide footpath with green space on either side runs through the development,
following the line of public footpath RH 54. This leads into the Public Open Space,
known locally as Springfield Gardens Park which is an important open space
creating a ‘green lung’ in what is now the middle of the village. It was required as
public open space for the development to the north of it and the area covered by
the park was calculated using the formula required by the Local Planning
Authority. This park is enjoyed by people of all generations. It has a network of
hard paths as well as equipped play areas, balancing ponds, a stream and a
sundial feature. It is landscaped in such a way as to provide interest and habitats
yet to still give a good clear oversight of the area.
The section of the park set out for play is lit.
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Layout, Access Ways and Parking
The layout of the Parklands development is mostly open plan. The development
tends to have a “Garden City” feel and is not particularly ‘rural’. Houses are set
back behind good sized front gardens. The development is accessed from Hayes
Road at two points – Honey Hill Drive and Kingshill Drive. The other roads in this
development lead off of these two roads. Honey Hill Drive entrance is a
traditional T-junction but Kingshill Drive has two brick structures forming the
entrance. These are not particularly in keeping with other developments in the
village and it is desirable that a more traditional approach be sought on other
developments.

The original hedge line that divided the two sections of the original field has been
retained and reinforced. To the east of the public open space is a wooded area of
native trees on a bund running parallel to Hayes Road. These trees were planted
by the Oxide works but each carried the name of a child in the Primary School. It
was intended as a screen for the industrial expansion planned by the works but
scrapped when the closure of the works was decided upon. This group of trees
has a ‘group TPO’ and as such has been identified as an important group of trees.
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The eastern section of the park is not equipped for play, it includes two
balancing ponds and contouring to allow excess surface water from the
estate to the north of it to be collected, held and gradually released into
the watercourses that flow through the village. This was designed to help
alleviate any flood risk that may be exacerbated by such a large area of
open fields being covered with hard surfaces.

Zone 4 – The Eastern Flank
32

To the north of this open space area, running east to west, is another
important footpath which follows the original route of RH55. This
footpath, although now surfaced with tarmac, still has a rural ‘feel’ to it
with most of the original hedgerow remaining. No dwellings face directly
onto it but, as with all the footpaths within these new developments, it is
lit by fold-down lighting columns to enable maintenance without the need
for large vehicles to access the site.
Parking is mostly provided by private drives and garages. The exception to
this is Moors Close which, whilst a few of the dwellings have their own
garages, much of the parking is on parking courts to the front of the
dwellings or to the side. As such it is very much ‘car dominated’. There is
no provision for bin storage except at the front of the dwellings. This
approach to parking should be avoided in future.
Roofs, Chimneys and building materials
There is a variety of roof shapes, pitches (around 40°) are generally fairly
steep. Some have dormers or dormer shaped additions to the roofline.
Apart from a few dwellings in Winwood Close, none have chimneys and
this departure from the village ‘character’ has been rectified in all the later
developments. A mixed palette of materials was used throughout the
estate, a range of brick colours and roof tiles which, together with a
variety of ‘string’ effects, brought variety. However, these do not reflect
the character of the historic core of the village.

Roofs, Chimneys and Porches All have chimney stacks to give a more interesting
roofscape. There are two pairs of semi-detached dwellings that ‘wrap’ around the
corners of the main junction in the development. These dwellings have interesting
arched windows that add interest to the development. The dwellings are
constructed mainly in red brick but some have rendered elements which give some
variation.
Layout, Access Ways and Parking: This small development consists of groups of
houses set close to the road, behind short frontages (many of which are enclosed by
iron railings). Some are detached, some semi-detached and some in short terraces. It
is accessed from Hayes Road by a single road towards the northern end and a
footpath towards the southern end. The houses are orientated so as to give a ‘village’
feel with several small cul-de-sacs branching off the main spine road, some giving
views into the open countryside beyond, yet still clearly defining the main route
through the development. Parking is provided by spacious garages and driveways,
often to the rear of the dwellings, thus avoiding a car dominated appearance. Some
driveways towards the western edge of the development have wooden gates onto
the driveways and this changes the tapestry of the development. In the cul-de-sac
adjacent to No. 31 a garden frontage has been turned into a parking court which
detracts from the overall attractiveness of the development. In the centre is a small
‘local green’ which also contains a small enclosed equipped play area which is
overlooked on all sides.
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Foxholes Close (80 dwellings)
Built to the East of Hayes Road was constructed in 2004 on remediated land,
previously a piece of agricultural land used for dumping sludge from the Oxide
Works. Prior to that it was open countryside with a small group of private allotments
alongside the road. There are no ‘affordable’ (i.e. shared ownership/housing
association rental) dwellings on this development. The dwellings are mainly twostorey but there are a number with three storeys, the upper storey being mostly in
the roof-space with dormer windows to the front.

33

Zone 4 – The Eastern Flank
34

The development is set behind the original hedge along the eastern side of
Hayes Road which has been reinforced and provides an effective softening
effect to the development built on what had previously been open
countryside (albeit used for sludge beds).
A pedestrian walk/cycleway provides an attractive link between the ‘local
green’ and Hayes Road, which passes between the frontages of some of the
houses, providing a safe access towards the main village. As well as
connecting the development to Hayes Road, this footpath connects the
development to the network of footpaths through the village. In particular, it
connects to the attractive, walkway that follows the course of footpath RH55
which had previously passed through open countryside and which runs from
east to west right across this eastern side of the village of Deanshanger. A 1metre strip to the rear of Foxholes Close is part of the S106 agreement
relating to the developer and will pass into the hands of the Parish Council.
The street lighting in this development would have benefitted from lighting
columns similar to those used in the Conservation Area and the new
development off Stratford Road.

Canal Lane (two phases – 34 dwellings and 25 dwellings):
Built to the southern edge of the Public Open Space described in the section
relating to Parklands. The dwellings consist of detached, semi-detached and
short terraces, some of which overlook the park. All have chimneys. The
eastern end is screened from the houses by some mature willow trees which
stand in the gardens of the cottages at The Hayes. The outflow from the
Canal still exists and can be seen from the eastern end of the footpath. Whilst
not in good condition it is good to have this original feature along this route.
The Canal itself is in poor repair and would benefit from some restoration to
give clear evidence of the former use of this particular route through the
village.

Hayes Road
As mentioned in the introduction and historical background, includes very few
dwellings of any age as it was predominantly open countryside. However,
some smaller developments have taken place. A small group of industrial units
at 28 Hayes Road was demolished around 2010 and three dwellings built on
the site. These were of a fairly basic design, not particularly reflecting the
character of the dwellings adjacent to them. The bungalow, (16 Hayes Road),
was demolished in 2011 and four dwellings built on the site. These, again, do
not particularly reflect the character of the few original dwellings in the vicinity
but one was constructed in stone using natural stone, machine cut, laid in
courses of variable depths, reflecting the pattern of the older dwellings in the
village. The roofing materials include slate and small ‘clay effect’ tiles.
Parking for these two groups of dwellings has proved to be inadequate and
resulted in a considerable amount of on street parking, causing traffic and
pedestrian problems due to the reduction in visibility. The dwellings have
short frontages, small garages and insufficient space for additional vehicles to
park off the highway. Every effort should be made to ensure that this pattern
is avoided in any future developments.
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Layout, Access Ways and Parking: The dwellings generally have short front
gardens, some with post and rail fencing to identify boundaries. The majority
are open plan although some of the houses in the second phase have high
brick walls to enclose the rear private gardens. Most have garages and offroad parking space.
In the second phase (to the west) of 25 houses, there are ten affordable
dwellings although there are none in the first phase. The affordable dwellings
are set in small groups in different areas of the development to avoid the
appearance of a segregated area and they are not easily identified. Parking for
these dwellings is usually in small parking courts to the rear of the dwellings.
This avoids a car dominated street scene.
An attractive footpath connects the development to the High Street and to
Hayes Road, largely following the route of the old Grand Junction Canal, some
of which is still clearly evident at the eastern end. This footpath is overlooked
by the houses which face onto it.
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Spinney View
A group of five individual detached dwellings, built in 2010 on the site of a single dwelling known
as ‘Gleneagles’.
The dwellings are constructed in red multi brick and overlook open fields to the north of the
zone close to the junction with Glebe Road at the extreme edge of the village.
The roofs are constructed using smooth concrete tiles and most incorporate dormer windows.

Zone 4 – The Eastern Flank

Street lighting is provided by the conservation style of lighting used in the historic core and in the
developments of Northfields Close, Greenell Close and Roman View off Stratford Road.
Northfields Close, Roman View, Northfield Barns Close and Greenell Close
The housing development on ‘Northfields’ generally consists of a mixture of detached, semidetached, terraced houses and four flats. The styles are consistent with designs of the period. In
Northfield Barns Close there is a group of barn conversions (1970’s) and two ‘eco’ houses
2012/2015.
Materials: dwellings in these roads are all constructed in brick, using two colours (buff and red)
to provide variation and interest.
The roof materials consist mostly of smooth concrete tiles in either brown or grey although a
small number of dwellings have slate roofs which provides a link between the development and
the historic core which is nearby.
Doors and windows are timber, double glazed and painted in heritage shades.
Street lighting is provided using heritage columns and lanterns to match those used in the
Conservation Area.
The roads are a mixture of tarmac and block pavers (coloured differently to identify private
drives from public access ways). Conservation kerbs have been used throughout the
development.
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‘Gleneagles’

Layout, Access Ways and parking: This group of roads is arranged to form a loop
with pedestrian link running through it. Vehicular access is via two junctions off
Stratford Road, separated by an area of recreational space (not equipped) to
prevent vehicular access through the loop. There is also an area of informal open
space to the North-east of the site and beyond that are allotments. Parking is
provided, in the main, by driveways and private garages but for some dwellings it is
provided in parking courts close to the dwellings.

Windows and Doors Windows and doors are generally simple with horizontal
glazing bars to break up the glazed panes. External joinery is painted in muted
heritage colours. Garage doors, in the main, have replica planked doors with
windows above.
Wreschner Close.
This is the latest development (2014/15) in this zone and consists of 9 dwellings,
mostly detached, and five apartments in the original house (retained) and the
garage. It is located on the corner of Hayes Road and Stratford Road and abuts the
eastern edge of the Conservation Area. This development is well screened from
Stratford Road as a result of most of the perimeter trees and hedges being retained
by condition. The access road is a little to the south of the original house entrance
and is located a short distance from the junction between Hayes Road and Stratford
Road. Several of the dwellings are constructed in stone. All have chimneys. Roofs
are covered in clay effect small tiles and slate. Windows are timber with simple
horizontal glazing bars. Whilst the garage doors are ‘up and over’ they
are designed to imitate timber doors with windows above.
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Roofs, Chimneys and porches
All have chimneys, dual pitched roofs, some with dormers. They are mostly two
storey but some have a third floor built into the roof-space with velux windows and
dormers to provide light. Some have porches. There is one block containing four
flats.

This development benefits from some mature trees which existed
from the original garden and these have been preserved. There is a
small spinney at the north-western end of the roadway.
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SECTION 4 - The Countryside:
Deanshanger is a rural village set within open countryside, much of which is good
quality agricultural land.
There is a network of public footpaths around the village, most of which are well used
by walkers and dog walkers. These footpaths give interesting and attractive views both
into and out of the village. There are also public bridleways, which are used by horseriders and walkers.

THE COUNTRYSIDE

Much of the land surrounding the village still shows clear evidence of ‘ridge and furrow’,
especially where the land has been used for grazing and not heavily ploughed, although
it cannot be denied that modern farming methods have changed our countryside,
resulting in the loss of hedgerows and destruction of stone barns of historical interest.
The countryside around the village supports a variety of wildlife, including birds, bats,
mammals and insects. The stream and a few ponds are home to fish and amphibious
creatures.
All the approaches into the village, except from Stratford Road and Buckingham Road,
are single-track lanes, often with no official passing places. The entrances to the village
feature green verges or wider green spaces with hedges or mature trees marking the
boundaries to the agricultural land. These green spaces are a distinctive and important
aspect of the village and reinforce the rural aspect of the village. The wide verge either
side of Puxley Road in Zone 3 is detailed in the Enclosure Act of 1772.
The Buckingham Road (Zone 1), though neglected, still retains a substantial length of
the Buckingham Arm of the Grand Union (Junction) Canal. The field behind the
Conservative Club and The Beeches (Zone 1) remains in ridge and furrow with a natural
flood plain at the northern end. Also at the northern end is Dove House Farm (Gd.II
listed). The footpath leading from the south end of The Beeches, to Dagnall, leads
through Home Field past a pond, on the right, which supports a variety of wildlife –
Mallard, Moorhen, Dragon flies, frogs, toads etc. The view from Dagnall overlooks the
whole village to the east and the Ouse Valley in Buckinghamshire to the south. It is not
unusual to see lesser-spotted woodpeckers, English Partridge, Hares, Red Kite and
Buzzards in this area.
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Beyond Little London (Zone 1) is the Playing Field – an area of land consisting of short
mown grass and a number of sports pitches (mostly football) and some areas with play or
exercise equipment. There are also the two tennis courts.
Beyond this is farmland which, again, supports a wide variety of wildlife – including
skylark and green woodpeckers. The fields closest to the village boundary have
historically been used for grazing cattle and sheep and those further afield have been
used for arable crops. The land slopes from Wicken Road and Folly Road to a valley
through which the King’s Brook runs. King’s Brook itself attracts a vast array of birdlife
including the occasional Kingfisher, Heron and Little Egret.

THE COUNTRYSIDE

To the east, the land is used for arable crops and stretches from the rear of Foxholes
Close to the A5 in Old Stratford and northwards towards Potterspury. The Ridge and
Furrow has largely been erased in these fields due to heavy ploughing over the years. To
the south east is evidence of the old canal that used to run from Buckingham to Cosgrove
where it joined the Grand Union Canal.
To the south the land slopes towards the River Great Ouse. To the south of Stratford
Road is the playing field of Elizabeth Woodville School, gravel workings off the
Buckingham Road and arable land in between.
The Pocket Park also lies in this area and displays evidence of ancient ridge and furrow
when the grass is cut short. The Pocket Park is a haven for wildlife and has an old hedge
running through its centre from west to east. This was an old field boundary before the
bypass was constructed. The Pocket Park has a new native hedge and several new areas
of woodland planting. It also contains two ponds, parkland trees, a newly created stone
circle and a community orchard consisting of heritage varieties of fruit trees. It has stone
based grass footpaths which are regularly mown and the open areas are cut for hay each
year with specific areas left for wildlife. It is managed by a committee of volunteers set
up by the Parish Council together with other volunteers from the community.
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Allotments:
Whilst not strictly “The Countryside” the allotments within the village create
small ‘pockets’ of countryside in the middle of more built up areas.
To the north of the village the allotments are along Puxley Road where it
leaves the village in the direction of Puxley and Potterspury. All of the plots
are occupied and worked.

THE COUNTRYSIDE
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In the centre of the village, within the historic core, the Church Lane
allotments, although surrounded on three sides by housing, are tranquil and
peaceful areas where local residents ‘grow their own produce’.
The third group of allotments is on the eastern edge of the village off
Stratford Road forming a natural barrier between the new housing
development and the open countryside beyond. At the time of writing these
allotments are still being prepared for use and are not yet occupied.

Appendices
1.

Map Showing Important Green Spaces and Registered Village Greens

2.

Map Showing Rights of Way (including those not yet adopted)

3.

Map Showing Rights of Way extending beyond village confines

4.

Zones Map showing land under development (as at time of approval)

5.

List of Contributors
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Appendix 2
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Appendix 3

Parish rights of way extending outside the village confines
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Appendix 4
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Appendix 5

List of Contributors and Acknowledgements:
This list includes all those who have assisted with the process of compiling this Village Design Statement.
Cllr. David Gardiner (Leader of the group until Sept.2015) – Deanshanger Parish Council (until May 2015)/Resident
Cllr. Martyn Hall – Deanshanger Parish Council
Cllr. David Aaronson – Deanshanger Parish Council (until May 2015)/Resident
Christopher Coppock – Resident
John Crossan - Resident
Jennie Dott – Resident
Lori Ferguson - Resident
Eleanor Martin – Resident
Gina Wooding – Deanshanger Parish Council (Leader of the group from October 2015-2016)
Cllr. Jim Wright – Deanshanger Parish Council (from 2017)
Cllr. Roy Foskett – Deanshanger Parish Council (from June 2018)
Cllr Anne Thompson – Deanshanger Parish Council (from July 2019)
Thanks to:
James Dally – South Northants Council – for help with the mapping
Michael Warren – South Northants Council – for advice given
Alan Munn – South Northants Council – General help and advice given
Amanda Haisman – South Northants Council – for advice given
Daniel Callis – South Northants Council – for advice given
Jim Waddington – Resident – for help with the photography
Sharon Jolliffe – Resident – for help with photography
John Lawson – Resident – for help with photography
Martin Small – Planning Consultant (ex MK Council)
Diane Walsh – Wappenham Village Design Statement Group
Cheryl Butler – Resident - Cover photograph of the village sign
For further reference: “Deanshanger: Images of a Village” available from Deanshanger Village Heritage Society
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