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Minutes of Deanshanger Highways & Planning Committee 
 

Date: Wednesday 2nd February 2022 at 7.00pm at the council offices  

Present: Cllr Dott, Cllr Holloway & Cllr Mullan 

  Absent: Cllr Pereira 

Also Present: Clerk Teresa Floyd, 9 members of the public 

Agenda Point 
 

As no chairman or vice chairman in attendance, it was proposed and seconded that Cllr 
Holloway be Chairman for this meeting.  
53. Welcome, mobile phone reminders and fire exits. 

Cllr Holloway welcomed everyone pointed out the fire exits and reminded all to silence 

mobile devices.  

54. To consider apologies for absence 

Apologies Received from Cllr Pereira 
It was proposed and seconded to approve the apologies from Cllr Pereira.  

 
55.  To approve and authorise the signing of the minutes of the Highways & Planning 

meeting held on the 1st December 2021 and 5th January 2022 

Unable to approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 1st December 2021. Held over 
until the next meeting.  
It was proposed and seconded to approve the minutes for 5th January 2022. 
RESOLVED 
 

56. To receive declarations of interest 

No declarations of interest were received.  

 

57. Public Open Forum  

2 members of the public were applicants for the application detailed in agenda item 58G. 
7 members of the public were in attendance to object against the application for 58G  
Applicant advised that as a local resident for many years, he wanted to retain some control 
over the development rather than just sell to a large developer.  The application submitted 
was not what he originally wanted but West Northants Council planning department 
advised him that the application would not be acceptable so an alternative application has 
been submitted.  
All members of the public were given a chance to speak and were able to voice their 
concerns at this application and the following points were raised.  
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• The application has incorrectly stated the following: 
➢ Q6 Existing Use  

The application states current use as Residential Garden and Greenfield Land. Is this 
the case as it understood to be agricultural? 
If this is land that has previously been used for agricultural purposes has the 
developer undertaken an assessment regarding contamination? The application 
states No to all questions regarding contamination risk. Agricultural land can cause 
pollution issues in a variety of ways – including through use of pesticides, asbestos in 
roots, fuel spillages and burning materials.  

➢ Q7 Materials 
The planning application shows no reference to the Village Design Statement 
regarding materials and finishes.  

➢ Q8 Pedestrian and Vehicle Access, Roads and Rights of Way 
The application states that no new or altered vehicular access is proposed to or from 
a public highway. Greenell Close is a public highway and so this is an incorrect 
statement again.  

➢ Q8 Pedestrian and Vehicle Access, Roads and Rights of Way 
The application states that there is no new or altered pedestrian access proposed to 
or from a public highway.  
Public roads to be provided within the site – is the extension of the public highway to 
be a Private Road? 

➢ Q9 Hedges 
The application states that there are no trees or hedges on the proposed 
development site or adjacent to the proposed development that could influence the 
development or might be important as part of the local landscape character.  
There are two lines of tress either side of the canal which would need to be removed 
to allow access to the site/development. A photo taken 29/01 shows a digger 
removing hedging/trees being removed on the development side of the canal. This is 
quite shocking to say there are no trees and then to remove some. This is a natural 
habitat along the sides of the old canal (which has water in it still) and is home to 
various wildlife. The trees clearly do exist.  
In additional the site would be accessed via the old Buckingham Canal arm – an 
important part of the culture and heritage of the village. The Parish Council is 
currently working with Deanshanger Village Heritage Society to install a plaque to 
commemorate the Canal through Deanshanger. This literally rides rough-shod over 
the canal and its importance to the area. This also reduces further the opportunity 
for this stretch ever to be reopened or celebrated in any meaningful way if a road is 
driven straight through it. 

➢ Q11 Assessment of Flood Risk 
Given the devastating flooding in the village centre in December 2020 when over 23 
houses were flooded, I would expect some reference to what would be undertaken 
to mitigate the risk of these additional houses exacerbating future flooding from 
surface water. Any change from greenfield to residential development will increase 
the risk of flooding and there are no planned measures to mitigate this. The risk of 
surface water draining down to Greenell Close, Roman View and beyond will be 
exacerbated by the removal of the current canal which holds water and acts as a 
buffer to surface water spilling down to the houses below.  
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➢ Q12 Biodiversity (and geological importance) 
The application states No to all questions and yet the canal, trees and hedging are 
home to a variety of wildlife.   

➢ Q13 Foul Sewage  
The application is not able to confirm if it is proposed that houses will connect to the 
main drainage system. This does seem indicative of a lack of reference to detail. 
There is no reference to sustainability, electric charging points, eco-heating etc and 
although this is only 13 houses these issues are so important to be clear on at 
applications stage.  
There is reference at one point within the application to 15 houses although all other 
references are to 13 – just to be noted that this is for 13 dwellings. 

Other concerns  

• loss of privacy and loss of light 

• Increased noise and pollution 

• Increased traffic into, around and out of the area from the A422, 

• Issues already identified with increased traffic and parked cars by non-residents 

during school pick up time in a narrow road 

• There are already multiple developments in consultation for Deanshanger and 

surrounding area and West Northants Council already have a land bank for the next 

6 years do no further development required.  

• There is insufficient infrastructure in Deanshanger to support the already proposed 

developments 

• Concerns raised about the protection of countryside, wildlife and heritage. The 

development plans show infill of the historic Buckingham Arm of the Grand Union 

Canal and loss of the hedgerow alongside. This is permanently full of water and this, 

together with the mature hedgerow alongside, provides an important habitat for 

many different animals and birds 

• Risk of flooding to the adjacent housing estate if the canal is filled in  

• There is no mention in the planning application of the Deanshanger Village Design 

Statement – which is now adopted and is supplementary planning guidance that 

should be taken fully into account in respect of the Design and Appearance. 

• Deanshanger has been subject to disproportionate housing growth in the last 

decade, and this threatens its nature as a rural village and the infrastructure needed 

to maintain current residents is already at breaking point.  

• Planning permission is already in place for Site 1 (Opus Partnership), and this should 

be developed before further applications are approved for residential housing. This 

site is brownfield and in all instances these sites should have precedence over 

greenfield. 

• Agricultural land should not be used for residential development especially when 

there are alternative brownfield sites available.  

• Access to the site is across grassed area that belongs to a Management Company 

looking after open spaces on the estate and neither they or the residents have been 
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consulted or asked for necessary permissions. How can this be supported when the 

application relies on access across land that is not owned by the applicant. 

• No green space for residents, they will then use green spaces in the adjacent site 

which are maintained by a management company with contributions from residents. 

Will the new houses contribute to this upkeep? 

Cllr Holloway thanked everyone for participating and closed the public Open Forum 
 
It was proposed and seconded to move agenda items 58g & 58 F up the agenda.  
 
 
58. To consider the Committee’s response to the following applications for planning 

consent: 

G. WNS/2022/0137/MAF 
Residential development of 13 dwelling houses 
10a Hayes Road, Deanshanger, MK19 6HW 
It was proposed and seconded to Object to this application based on the responses 
submitted in the public open forum.    
RESOLVED 
 

F. WNS/2022/0007/SCR 
Screening Opinion for proposed residential development of up to 190 dwellings and 
associated works 
Land North East of Buckingham Road Deanshanger 
The decision made by West Northants Council had not been seen.  
It was proposed and seconded that Clerk would circulate the decision via email and members 
of the committee will review and determine if an objection should be made. 
RESOLVED 
 

8 members of the public left 
 

A. WNS/2021/2220/FUL 
Garage conversion to habitable accommodation, first floor side extension, new front roof 
over home office 
32 Kingshill Drive Deanshanger MK19 6GL 
It was proposed and seconded to Support this application   
RESOLVED 
 
B. WNS/2022/0010/FUL 
Single storey rear/side extension 
21 Glebe Road Deanshanger MK19 6LS 
It was proposed and seconded to Support this application   
RESOLVED 
 
 
 
 



Deanshanger Parish Council, 3 Hayes Road, Deanshanger, MK19 6HP 
Tel 01908 566373, Email: clerk@deanshangerpc.com 

Signed by………………………………………………………………………………………………….Date…………….. 

C. WNS/2022/0063/FUL 
Two storey side extension and single storey rear extension and dropped kerb 
67 Ridgmont Deanshanger MK19 6JJ 
It was proposed and seconded to respond with No objections but the following comments: 
Does the neighbour have sufficient light to the downstairs rear window?  
RESOLVED 
 
D. WNS/2022/ 0109/FUL 
Construction of a detached garage 
2 Boswell Lane Deanshanger MK19 6HE 
It was proposed and seconded to Support this application   
RESOLVED 
 
E. WNS/2022/0029/LDP 
Certificate of Lawfulness for proposed development comprising of a single storey rear 
extension and garage conversion 
14 High View Deanshanger Northamptonshire MK19 6LN 
It was proposed and seconded to Support this application   
RESOLVED 
 
59. To consider wording for a petition to be sent to the Rt Hon Andrea Leadsom MP and 

consider logistics of deployment. 

It was noted that a petition needed to be backed up with emails and the committee could 
not see how this could be achieved.  
It was felt a better option would be to have a pre-printed letter that people could complete 
with their contact details and send off.  
It was proposed and seconded get a covering letter and pre-printed letter together to take to 
full council to review.  
RESOLVED 
 

60. Close                                                                            

Cllr Holloway closed the meeting at 8.05pm  
 

 
 
 

 


